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1 . This written opinion is the first drawn up by this International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

I B Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

Lack of unity of invention .... ^...^ 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(il) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industnal appl.cab.lrty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 

Certain obsen/atlons on the international application 
The applicant Is hereby invited to reply to this opinion. 

See the time limit indicated above. The appWcant may.^fore the expiration of that time limit, 
request this Authority to grant an extension, see Rule 66.2(d). 

By submitting a wrttten reply, accompanled^whem '^^•^.^^S^'^' ^"^"^ *° ""'^ 
For the form and the language of the amendments, see Rules 66.8 and 6e.s. 



II 
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IV 
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V 


El 


VI 
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VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



When? 
How? 
Also: 



Fnr an additional opportunity to submit amendments, see Rule 66.4. o a kio 

fS S^e eStr-s^^^^^^ to consider amendments ancU^r arguments, see Rule 66.4 bis. 
For an informal communication with the examiner, see Rule 66.6. 



If no reply Is filed, the International preliminary examination report wilt be established on the basis of this opinion. 

Thft final date bv which the international preliminary ^« 
IllrJinatin re^J^must be established according to Rule 69.2 is: 01.06.2004 



Name and mailing address of the International 
preliminary examining authority: 




European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rijswljk - Pays Bas 
Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl 
Fax: +3170 340-3016 



Authorized Officer 
Declat, M 



Fomialitles officer (Incl. extension of time limits) 
Mamassian, L 

Telephone No. +31 70 340*1932 



PCTilPEA/408 (Cover Sheet) (January 1994) 



international application No. PCT/BB 03/D0432 



the receiving 
filed'): 



Description, Pages 

1-5 

Claims, Numbers 

1-6 
7-13 



as originally f iled 



as originally filed 

received on 19.08.2003 with letter of 18.08.2003 



Drawings, Sheets 

as originally filed 

* ^^ri,oHahnv*» were available or furnished to this Authority in the 

Rule 55 2 and/br 55.3). 

^u. «oiH sMuence disclosed in the international application, the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fomi. 

listing has been furnished. 
4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description. pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

n the drawings, sheets: 

, H„.h^ ». if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

j*«srj;tsss''tSassrAed,Ru,e7o.2,c,,. 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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. o i« araWil) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Claims 
Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



Form PCTyiPEA/408 (July 1999) 



a,B,TTEN OPINION W ln.r.a..na,ap^^n ^PCT/ GB03/00432 
CCPAHATE SHEET 

Si^d statement under Bui. 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
!r ITapplicability; citations and explanations supportinfl such statement 



1) Reference Is made to the following documents; 

m- FRA-2 759 882 (FORS FRANCE SA) 28 August 1998 (1998-08-28) 

02^ WO 97 1^65 A (CIECHANOWSKI STANISLAS) 3 April 1997 (1997-04-03) 

r.,: wo 97 21221 A (AGROANGELO;DECAM PATRICK (BE); 

WONdIr™ES (BE); VERVOORT MICHEL) 12 June1997 (1997-06-12 
04- DE 2.^™U (ADILI MEHRAN YASCHAR) 18 May 2000 (2000-05-18) 
05: DE 299 23 055 U (ANDREAS DIRK) 10 May 2001 (2001-05-10) 

« The present application does r,ot satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 33(2)PCT, 
' Lau^ the subiect-maner of claims 1-13 is not new in respect of pnor art as 
defined in the regulations (Rule 64(1)-(3)PCT), for the following reasons; 

2 1) Document D1 discloses, as in independent claim 1 of the application, a packaging 
container having a housing and, disposed therein, .... 
Tn audio integrated circuit capable of converting digital audio data ,nto electncal 

a mem'^ connected to or integral with the audio integrated ciroul. for providing 
diaital audio data to the audio integrated circuit; 

an input connected to the memory through which digital audio data can be 

^Cr:;?: "g e,eCrica, audio signals from the audio integrated clmu« 
and reproducing corresponding sound signals therefrom; ^ 
a baZ connoted to power the audio integrated circuit and the transducer and 
a mrnullly actuable switch for causing the audio integrated ciicuit o oper^e to 
revive digital audio data fmm the memory and to provide electncal audio signals 
to the transducer for reproduction of audio matenal. 

sl document D1, in particular; page 1. lines 15-19; page 4. line 24 to page 9. 
line 33; figures. 
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International application PCT/GB03/00432 



2.2) Furthermore, also documents D2-D5 disclose the subject-matter of independent 
claim 1 . 

See document D2, in particular: page 3, line 21 to page 1 1 , line 4; abstract; 
figures. 

See document D3, in particular: page 3, line 10 to page 5, line 20; abstract; 
figures. 

See document D4, in particular: page 3, line 23 to page 6, line 1 1 ; abstract; 
figures. 

See document D5, in particular: pages 2-4; claims 1-8. 

2.3) The subject-matter of independent method claim 7, comprising the same or 
corresponding essential features as in claim 1 , is also known from the documents 
D1-D5. 

2.4) The added features of dependent claims 2-6 and 8-13 are also known from the 
cited documents, or at least obvious therefrom (claim 8); see in particular 
document D1 for all the claims. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/408 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 1997) 



